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Nov. 11, 2016 
 
 
Dear MPS families, 
 
First, I want to let you know Minneapolis Public Schools is here for you and your students — no matter your 
political beliefs. As our mission statement says, “We exist to ensure that all students learn,” and we believe 
every student and their families have a place in our schools and our community. 
 
Yesterday I expressed to staff how the diversity of Minneapolis Public Schools’ students is one of our most 
valuable assets. From the many languages spoken to the rich cultural traditions of our communities, we 
know that our strength lies in the uniqueness of every child in our classrooms. We should keep that in mind 
as we have discussions with each other and our students about the outcome of the presidential election. 
 
I asked staff to approach conversations with kindness, compassion, empathy and respect. Throughout our 
community, we expect there will be many emotions in the following days. Our district is focused on 
providing safe spaces for students and staff to share their feelings. We are reminding our students we 
respect and value who they are, and showing them they are never alone when they are a part of MPS.  
 
Our district will continue to be a place of respect. We welcome all students and families in our schools and 
celebrate the diversity of their race, gender, religion, culture, disability and sexual orientation. We will always 
stay true to our values, and we will lead by example. 
 
This is a time and a moment to be our best selves for our students and for one another. Let’s all think about 
our role in a democracy and support our young people in exploring their role and how they can positively 
engage in shaping the future.  
 
Below are some resources you can use in talking with your child. If you have any questions about the work 
happening in your student’s school, please contact your principal. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ed Graff 
Superintendent 
Minneapolis Public Schools 
  



 

 
Resources for families 

 
Talking with children about the news: 
 

http://www.pbs.org/parents/talkingwithkids/news/ 
http://www.pbs.org/parents/about/spanish/ (Español) 
 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/explaining-the-news-to-our-kids?  
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/latino (Español) 

 
http://kidshealth.org/en/parents/news.html# 
http://kidshealth.org/es/parents/news-esp.html?WT.ac=pairedLink (Español) 

 
http://www.cfchildren.org/about-us/blogs/helping-kids-feel-safe-and-supported-post-election 

 
 
Social Emotional Learning toolkit for parents: 
 

http://www.parenttoolkit.com/index.cfm?objectid=50A8EC10-32D8-11E4-B03B0050569A5318 
http://es.parenttoolkit.com/ (Español) 

 
Promoting Resilience in children: 
 

http://www.apa.org/helpcenter/resilience.aspx 
http://www.apa.org/centrodeapoyo/guia.aspx (Español) 

 
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/healthy-living/emotional-wellness/Building-
Resilience/Pages/Building-Resilience-in-Children.aspx 
https://www.healthychildren.org/spanish/healthy-living/emotional-wellness/building-
resilience/paginas/building-resilience-in-children.aspx (Español) 

 
Talking with children about bias: 
 

https://www.healthychildren.org/English/healthy-living/emotional-wellness/Building-
Resilience/Pages/Talking-to-Children-About-Racial-Bias.aspx 
https://www.healthychildren.org/spanish/healthy-living/emotional-wellness/building-
resilience/paginas/talking-to-children-about-racial-bias.aspx (Español) 

 
Helping children cope: 
 

https://www.childrensmn.org/educationmaterials/parents/article/10405/helping-kids-cope-with-
stress/ 
https://www.childrensmn.org/educationmaterials/parents/article/10567/ayudar-a-sus-hijos-a-afrontar-
el-estreacutes/ (Español) 
 
https://www.childrensmn.org/educationmaterials/parents/article/11126/helping-kids-handle-worry/ 
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